
Educational Options 

Bachelor Degree 

Bachelor Degrees are awarded after completing at least 120 semester units of study, including major, 
general education, and graduation requirements. This is the basic degree awarded by four-year 
colleges and universities. Units earned at community colleges count toward the total units needed for 
a Bachelor Degree if they are transferable. A Bachelor Degree is usually earned in arts, Bachelor of 
Arts (BA), or sciences, Bachelor of Science (BS), although other more specialized options exist, 
such as the Bachelor of Fine Arts. 

Associate Degree for Transfer 

California Community Colleges now offer Associate Degrees for Transfer (ADT) to the California 
State University (CSU). These may include an Associate in Art (AA-T) or Associate in Science (AS-
T) degrees. These degrees are designed to provide a clear pathway to a CSU major and baccalaureate 
degree. 

California Community College students who are awarded an AA-T or AS-T degree are guaranteed 
admission with junior standing somewhere in the CSU system and given priority admission 
consideration to their local CSU campus or to a program that is deemed similar to their community 
college major. This priority does not guarantee admission to specific majors or campuses. 

Students awarded an AA-T or AS-T are able to complete their remaining requirements for the 120-
unit baccalaureate degree within 60-semester or 90 quarter units. 

To view the most current list of Bakersfield College Associate Degrees for Transfer and to find out 
which CSU campuses accept each degree, go to I Can Go to College. Current and prospective 
community college students are encouraged to meet with an advisor or counselor to review their 
options for transfer and to develop an education plan that best meets their goals and needs. 

Associate Degree 

Associate Degrees are awarded after completing 60 degree-applicable units or transfer semester units 
of study to include major and general education requirements. An associate degree certifies the 
achievement of in-depth knowledge about a field of study (your major) as well as the ability to 
communicate, use mathematics, think critically, and understand various modes of inquiry. 

The degrees can be in arts, Associate of Art (AA) or sciences, Associate of Science (AS). The 
associate degree may also be thought of as the first half of a bachelor’s degree, although most 
universities do not require that you earn it prior to transfer. 

If you complete the requirements for an Associate in Art for Transfer degree (AA-T) or Associate in 
Science for Transfer degree (AS-T) at Bakersfield College, you will earn an associate degree as well 



as be transfer-ready. The associate degree is a college degree, and as such, has value for employment 
and on a resume. 

Certificate of Achievement 

Certificates of Achievement (COA) are awarded after completing courses related to a specific 
occupational area. The required units range from 8-16 or more. They are intended for students 
seeking employment, improving their job skills, or pursuing career advancement in a specific career 
field. 

Job Skills Certificate 

Job Skills Certificates (JSC) are awarded upon completion of coursework in a specific occupational 
area. They are intended for students seeking employment, improving their job skills, or career 
advancement. The required courses range in unit value from 1-16. Job Skills certificates are not 
posted on a student's transcript. 

Certificate of Completion 

A noncredit Certificate of Completion (COCM) confirms that a student has completed a noncredit 
educational program of noncredit courses that prepares students to progress in a career path or to 
take degree-applicable credit courses. It is a noncredit certificate leading to improved employability 
or job opportunities. 

Certificate of Competency 

A noncredit Certificate of Competency (COCP) confirms that a student enrolled in a noncredit 
educational program of noncredit courses has demonstrated achievement in a set of competencies 
that prepares students to progress in a career path or to undertake degree-applicable or non-degree-
applicable credit courses. It is a noncredit certificate in a recognized career field articulated with 
degree-applicable coursework, completion of an associate degree, or transfer to a baccalaureate 
institution. 


