
Credit for Prior Learning 

Credit for prior learning may be earned for college level skills and knowledge gained outside of a 

college classroom (curriculum) that are approved by the Kern Community College District. 

Authorized assessments may include but not limited to the evaluation of approved external 

standardized examinations, military service/training, the evaluation of industry recognized 

credentials, student created portfolios, and credit by examination. 

For more information on college policy, visit the Kern Community College District website on 

Board Policy or the Bakersfield College Credit for Prior Learning website. Students may 

demonstrate proficiency in a course eligible for Credit for Prior Learning and receive college credit 

through the approved alternative methods for awarding credit listed below: 

• Achievement of a satisfactory score on an Advanced Placement (AP) examination 

• Achievement of a satisfactory score on a high-level International Baccalaureate (IB) 

examination 

• Achievement of a satisfactory score on the College Level Examination Program (CLEP) 

• Evaluation of military service Joint Service Transcripts (JST) 

• Achievement of an examination administered by other agencies approved by the District 

• Evaluation of industry recognized credential documentation 

• Evaluation of student-created portfolios 

• Satisfactory completion of an institutional examination, known as Credit by Examination, 

administered by the college in lieu of completion of an active course listed in the current 

college catalog 

Determination of Eligibility for Credit for Prior Learning 

• The student must have previously earned credit or noncredit from the District or be 

currently registered in the District 

• Current students must have a comprehensive student education plan (CSEP) on file 

• The studnet must be in good standing in the District 

• The course must be listed in the current College Catalog 

• The student is currently not enrolled in the course requested to be challenged 

• Credit by Examination: The student is registered in the District and currently not enrolled 

in nor received credit for a more advanced course in the same subject (may be waived by 

department) 

Credits acquired by examination are not applicable to meeting of such unit load requirements as 

Selective Service deferment, Veterans, or Social Security benefits. 

Credits acquired by examination shall not be counted in determining the 12 semester hours of credit 

in residence required for an associate degree. 

Bakersfield College cannot guarantee that other educational institutions will similarly treat credits 

awarded for credit for prior learning Course or area equivalency is neither automatic nor guaranteed 

upon transfer. It is highly recommended to seek consultation with counseling and advising. 
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